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on board with fifty soldiers, ordering him to proceed to
this region indicated by the Indians, and having arrived
at the junction of the Koka and the Napo to load up with
provisions and return upstream to relieve the rest of the
expedition, which was so afflicted with hunger and which
was daily losing men by famine, Spaniards as well as
Amerindians, 2000 in all having already perished.

This was alike the temptation and opportunity of Orel-
lana. He reached this junction of the Rivers Napo and
Koka in three days, merely with the force of the current,
and without using either oar or sail. But the land was
not rich in provisions, as he had been led to believe, and
he considered it almost impossible to return the way he
had come owing to the force of the current. Besides, what
would be the use of returning with infinite labour merely
to tell Pizarro that he had found no provisions? Accord-
ingly he decided to descend the marvellous stream flowing
south-eastward, and perhaps thus reach the Atlantic Ocean
and Spain. Several persons amongst the fifty Spaniards
who accompanied Orellana protested against his deserting
his leader. One of these, Hernan Sanchez, he deposited
on the banks of the Napo, and left him there to starve or
rejoin Pizarro (a feat which he actually accomplished).

As to Gonzalo Pizarro, as soon as he realized the
desertion of Orellana with the brigantine, he decided that
at all costs his expedition must turn round and make its
way back to Quito. Then ensued almost unimaginable
hardships. It was impossible to ascend the currents of
the flooded rivers, so the journey had to be made by land
through trackless forests, with trees so huge sometimes
that their trunks could not be spanned by a circle of six-
teen men with extended arms, and where the ground was
often covered to a depth of 2 or 3 feet with water. Hunger